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Advanced Composition

Unit title What Will You Do? (Do Something) Memoir and Research Unit duration (hours) 12 weeks

Mastering Content and Skills through INQUIRY (Establishing the purpose of the Unit): What will students learn?

GSE Standards

Priority Standards
● ELAGSE11-12RI5 (text structures)Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes

points clear, convincing, and engaging.
● ELAGSE11-12RI6 (author’s purpose/rhetoric, rhetorical transaction) Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing

how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness, or beauty of the text.
● ELAGSE11-12W2a, b, f (informational synthesis writing): Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and

accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content
a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. f. Provide a concluding statement
or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).

● ELAGSE11-12W7 (sustained research tasks) Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem;
narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

● ELAGSE11-12W8 (research process)Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and
limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and
overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation.

Support Standards
● ELAGSE11-12RL1 (citing evidence) Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including

determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
● ELAGSE11-12RI1  (citing evidence/inferencing) Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the

text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
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● ELAGSE11-12W2c, d, e:  (informational synthesis writing): Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.
d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.
e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. .

● ELAGSE11-12W4 (writing for task/audience) Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
● ELAGSE11-12W5 (editing process)  Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is

most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 11-12.)
● ELAGSE11-12W9 (pull variety of sources to support research and analysis) Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
● ELAGSE11-12L1 (conventions) Students will demonstrate command of conventions of standard English grammar when writing or speaking as appropriate to tasks, especially noting

that usage is a matter of convention and can change over time
● ELAGSE11-12L2 (grammar) Students will demonstrate command of conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling

Essential Questions

What is the purpose of research, and how is the process relevant to life beyond secondary school?

What is a legacy? How are legacies constructed? How do legacies influence others to create their own?

What is a memoir? What can be learned from another’s legacy?

Assessment Tasks

List of common formative and summative assessments.

Formative Assessment(s):

Common Formative Assessment #1:
MLA formatted annotated bibliography
GSE Standards Addressed: W7, W8, RI7

Common Formative Assessment #1
ECCO Map, thesis, and outline
GSE Standards Addressed: W4, W5
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Summative Assessment #1:
Reading Assessment of Anchor Text
GSE Standards Addressed: RI5, RI6

Summative Assessment #2:
MLA formatted annotated bibliography
GSE Standards Addressed: W7, W8, RI7

Summative Assessment #3:
Informational MLA research paper final draft
GSE Standards Addressed: W2, W7

Presentation Opportunity for Advanced Composition

*Note: While presenting the reflection for Speakers or Annotated Bibliography is optional, participation in class or school speaking presentation is not. One public speaking task is required for all students
enrolled in Advanced Comp for S1 or S2. If a student completes the public speaking task in S1, that assignment is exempted for S2. If a student does not complete the task in S1, it is exempted, but required in S2.
Not completing in S2 will require a designation of 0 for that assignment. Students will receive 4 common public speaking opportunities across S1 and S2.

Learning Experiences

Add additional rows below as needed.

Objective or Content Learning Experiences Personalized Learning and Differentiation

All information included by PLC in the
differentiation box is the responsibility and
ownership of the local school to review and

approve per Board Policy IKB.

LE 1: Structure of Memoirs for Effectiveness
DOK 1 1. Teachers facilitate discussion on how history contributes to legacies.

2. Teachers use MLK reading to discuss how historical events and the environment
contribute to people’s identities.

3. Teachers conduct a mini lesson regarding how memoirs are constructed and what
makes them effective.

4. Students have a reading schedule and weekly quizzes.

● Teacher conferencing and direct
instruction.
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5. Students complete a reflection journal to discuss what legacy is being constructed
through the text, what lingering understanding are they taking from the reading.

LE 2: Research Process
DOK 3

1. Teachers will explain the purpose and process of research to answer a question.
2. Teachers will conduct mini-lessons on inquiry and the parts of an annotated

bibliography, and how each part contributes to the purpose of an annotated
bibliography.

3. Students will begin gathering data and  information from databases and websites to
conduct research.

4. Students will participate in a teacher-led, group activity in order to help students
choose their research focus.

5. Students will evaluate their own three chosen sources for claim, validity, and bias.
6. Students will properly cite the sources using MLA style.
7. Teachers will conference with students to refine and edit their annotated

bibliographies to prepare for the summative assessment.

● Teacher conferencing and direct
instruction.

LE 3: Informational Research Paper
DOK 3

1. Informational research paper: What parts of a legacy can be contributed to history?
Research historical context around a selected text and identify how the
environment contributes to a person’s identity, decisions, and character.

2. Students will use an ECCO Map to construct a thesis statement and an outline.
3. Teachers conduct mini-lessons on organization, in-text citations, and synthesis.
4. Students will participate in writing workshops on topic sentences and connection

to their thesis statement.
5. Students will write a rough draft and conduct a peer review using the rubric.
6. Students will write a final draft.

● Peer Review with rubric
● Teacher conferencing

Content Resources

On Level Resources

Common Anchor Text (s)
Memoir- A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah

Common Supplemental/Ancillary Text (s)
Memoir or Autobiography- student choice independent reading
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Common Media Text (s)
“What’s Your Life’s Blueprint?” speech by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
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